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LETTER FEOM MR. POVEY CONCERNING THE NAT- 

URALL PRODUCTS OP VIRGINIA IN BEHALF 

OF THE ROYALL SOCIETY. 

March 4, 1660. 
Sr. 

I have at last obtained a dispatch of his Maties. gracious and 
kind acknowledgment of the Satisfaction hee received in the Pres- 
ent of Silke made to his Matie. by your hands, from Collonll. 
Pettus; And, that his Matie. may receive farther Delight and 
Satisfaction from Virginia ; you are desired to give your Assistance 
by the Interests, and Acquaintance you have in Virginia to certaine 
Noble and Ingenuous Persons, who by his Maties. encouragement, 
doe Sometimes meete together to enquire into, and examine, (as 
farr as Philosophie and experience may leade and Conduct them) 
all Such things as Art, or Nature have produced, that, by a more 
intimat knowledge and tryall thereof, they may bee able to im- 
prove what is allreadie donn, or discovered; or may at least raise 
by their Inquisicon and Industrie Some Observations to the bene- 
fit of mankind, and the advantage of the Comonwealth of Learn- 
ing. In Ordr. to which they have extracted out of Such Authors 
as have writt concerning America a Paper containing Some fewe 
Enquiries to wch a distinct account is desired, that it may appeare 
how just the Traditions of Such Men are, who have undertooke to 
assert Such things for Truths and Realities, and that a more exact 
knowledge may bee gained of those Perticulars. But, because 
Time, and experience must needs have made a more Spacious, and 
more certaine Discoverie of things in Virginia ; and that in proba- 
bilitie noe Secrett, or Curiositie remaines there undiscern'd. It 
is farther earnestly desired you will take the trouble of Spreading 
these Quaeries among Such friends of yours as you shall judge 
to bee most likely to assist herein and perticularly that Sr. Wil- 
liam Berkeley the Governor who is known to bee a Person of most 
eminent Ingenuitie; and one that hath made verie many Tryalls 
and Experimts, may bee applyed to, and requested not only to 
favour and assist these kinds of Enquiries in his own Person, but 
that hee alsoe doe by his generous Example and his Influence 



William and Mary (Quarterly 67 

recomend it to individuall Persons, who in their Severall Quar- 
ters and Plantations may pursue these Disquisitions, and may 
make returns of them to him, under their hands; that it may 
bee understood to whom the Societie heere is beholding for their 
paines and favour therein; and that having pass'd alsoe through 
the Governrs observaeon, and approbation, they may have the 
better Authoritie and credence when they shall arrive heere. I shall 
add alsoe that his Matie. hath ordered a Garden purposely for 
Plants, and Simples, and varieties of that nature; and it will bee 
most acceptable to his Matie if any thing of that kind may bee 
presented to him from Virginia. You may please to improve 
these Overtures wch I have heere tendered to you by your own 
Letters by this Shipp that is hastning in you[?]. I have herein 
donn what hath been required of mee by Persons verie consider- 
able ; and now leave it to your Civilitie to promote it. I am 
Yor most humble Servt. 

T. P. 
March 4th 1660. 



Enquiryes concerning those severall 
kind of things which are reported to 
be in Virginia & the Bermudas, not 
found in England. 

1 Concerning the variety of earths. 'Tis said there is one kinde 
of a Gummy consistence, white & cleere another white & so light 
that it swims uppon water, another red called Wapergh like terra 
Sigillita. 

Quaere what other considerable kinds, & in what quantitys they 
are to be found & to send over a parcell of each. 

2 What considerable mineralls, stones, Bitumens, tinctures, 
Drugges, & a specimen of each. 

What hot Bathes, & of what medicinall use. 

What is the originall of those large navigable rivers wch empty 
them selves into the Bey of Chesapeak, & whether on the other 
side of that ridge of mountaines from which they are supposed t« 
proceed, there be no other rivers that flowe into the south sea. 
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3 What variety of Plants are native there & not in England, 
what kind of peculiar herbs there are, considerable either for 
their flower, smell, Alimentary or medicinall use. 

The severall kinds of silke grasse, & how prepared. 

Wichacan a vulnerary roote; Locone roote, of a red juice, a 
good tincture. Musquaspenn a roote of a red tincture. Tocka- 
wouge a nourishing root. The Putehamin fruite, Maekoquir 
whether a kind of Pompion. That the seeds, roots, slips, or young 
plants of each of these or any other rare kind may be sent over, 
as may be most proper for the propagation of them, together with 
their manner of culture. And so likewise for shrubs or trees. 

2 What kind of plant is that which is stiled Maricock, whose 
fruite is said to be fashioned like a lemmon, exceeding pleasant 
to the tast, of a blossome most beautiful & elegant as any other 
flower. Whether there be that which wee call the Passion Flower 
& the fruits those wee call Citrulls, as De Laet thinks. 

The Chincomen tree, whose fruite is with a huske like unto 
a Chasnut whether raw or boyled 'tis luscious & heatty meate. 

Peare trees of a red juice, whether the same with those in 
England called the bloody Pears. 

Plums whose juice yield a pleasant drinke. 

So tis said that in the Bermudas there is a poison weede like 
our Ivy whose leaves doe by the touch cause blisters. 

A red reed whose juice or infusion causeth vomit. 

A kind of woodbine, whose fruite like a flat beane, purgeth 
vehemently. 

Sea feathers growing at the bottome of the sea, like a vine 
leafe, but very thick interwoven with veines of a pale red. 

What kind of trees those Barkes are taken from, which are 
used instead of Tile of Slet in the covering of their houses being 
more coole in summer & warme in winter then stone. 

4 What kind of animalls, are peculiar to those places. 

1 Insects, fives, ants, wormes, Spiders. Some of each kind to 
be sent over either alive or dead. 

Tis said that there is a kind of spider in the Bermudas, large, 
& very beautifull for their colours. Their webbs are woven be- 
tween severall trees, & are for substance & colour like perfect raw 
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•ilke, so strong that birds like snites[?], bigger then blackbirds 
are snared in them. 

2 What strange fishes, Tortoises or Turtles, very large, Toadfish 
St. Georges Dragon. Sting ray with a poisonous preckk. 

3 What Birds. Cobow a night bird 

Egg bird 
Pemblico 
Tropicks 
Penguin as bigg as a goose but flyes not. 

4 What Beasts. Flying Squirrells, Musk rats. Civet cats. Ap- 
ossumes, or l'ossowne like a young pigg with a bagg to carry his 
young ones. 

Each of those or any other rare kinde to be sent over hither 
alive 

Q. Whether Deere have generally 3 or 4 fawnes at a broode 
&, whether any of the Cattle transported from hence, become there 
more fruitfull then they were here. 

Whether the Dogs barke not, but only howle as wolves. 

Q Whether the relation be true of a Glue of Hartshorne that 
will not dissolve in water. It is desired, to have some of the 
severall kinds of thread made of the barkes of trees the Sinews 
of decre, & the grasse Penamenawo. 

Q Whether at the Bottome of the Bey of Chesapeake North- 
ward the Native be still of such a Gigantish stature as hath been 
reported. And whether there be another people not farre from 
them Eastwardly of a Dwarfish stature. 

Whether the Natives be borne White. 

Let it be observed, Whether round about the Coast of Bermudas 
the Tyde be at the same time; also the houre of full Sea, & age 
of the moone at the time of observation. 

Endorsed, The Paper of Enquiries from Gresham College to Vir- 
ginia &ct/March 4th 1660. 

(Prom the British Transcripts in the Library of Congress) 



